
   On January 7, we will install our 

leaders for the 2018-2020 term. Bill 

Hatfield will be installed as Elder 

and Kris Wetzsteon as Deacon. We 

will also be recognizing Joyce 

Kwan and Brian Parkhurst for their 

service. Please pray often for our 

church leaders and their families. 

The continuing members of the 

Consistory are Elders James Basilo-

nia and Clarice Duffy; Deacons 

Roy Jensen and Sue Brown. 
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   Sunday, January 7, Kathy Dizard 

from Next Step Crisis Pregnancy 

Center will be sharing about the 

work at their office. She will also 

bring exciting news about new 

space that will be coming available 

for their ministry in 2018. Don’t 

miss the wonderful life-giving sto-

ries of this ministry to individuals 

and families facing a crisis preg-

nancy. 

Ministry Update: 

Next Step    Time is almost up for joining 

our Food for the Hungry child 

sponsorship drive for this season. 

We will have profile packets of 

children available for sponsorship 

on display in the church entry 

through January 7. Our commu-

nity is Tanza. This is an area in 

the city of Navotas, just a few 

miles north west of Manila in the 

Philippines. Talk to Kris Kanzler 

or Brian Parkhurst about their 

visit in November to Tanza and 

the work of Food for the Hungry 

they were able to witness. 

   The money raised through 

sponsorships helps entire villages 

develop sustainable practices. The 

Food for the Hungry plan is to 

work with a community for up to 

10 years. At the end of the period, 

local leaders will continue to en-

gage and develop activities that 

improve the physical, emotional, 

educational, and spiritual dimen-

sions of the community.  

   Our goal is to sponsor 30 chil-

dren a year. Sponsors will have 

the opportunity to correspond 

with the children. Sponsors are 

asked to donate $35 a month. A 

one year commitment is requested 

with the option of continuing the 

sponsorship until the village plan 

is implemented. This in antici-

pated to be about 2021. 

Hope Tree 

   One of the most important ques-

tions every church needs to think 

about is, “How do people normally 

and naturally come to Jesus in our 

ministry?” The ‘how’ practice that 

is most important is, people come to 

Jesus people in our church who in-

vite them to discover what it means 

to be a follower of Jesus. Organic 

Outreach is an emphasis that helps 

every ministry and every person at 

Faith think about how God can use 

us to share our faith in natural ways 

throughout our daily lives. James 

Basilonia is our Outreach Influence 

Team Leader. His goal is to encour-

age every ministry leader to be 

thinking about how our group ac-

tivities and our individual lives are 

sharing Jesus with others. As you 

hear more about Organic Outreach, 

we trust that you will realize that 

you are the answer to how people 

come to know Jesus! 

Organic Outreach    We stand in partnership with 

Sherwood Elementary. We regu-

larly contribute food to the Nourish-

ing Network that is distributed to 

homeless children each weekend. 

We provide volunteer time at the 

school. We try to respond to special 

needs. The church is available for 

space when the school needs addi-

tional rooms. If you would like to 

be a part of those who volunteer or 

plan engagement with Sherwood, 

please contact Clarice Duffy. 

Installation 

   Are you looking for a challenge 

that will not only help you grow 

spiritually, but also equip you to 

continuing growing? Would you 

like to be equipped to help a newer 

believer understand what it means 

to live like Jesus? Are you open to 

an intensive year in a small group 

that has answered yes to these ques-

tions? Talk to Pastor Phil about 

what it would be like to be in a 

Huddle. A new group will be start-

ing in March. 

Huddle 

Communion: 

January 7 

Sherwood 



In 2018, we are going to encourage spiritual growth by focusing on one spiritual discipline each month. This 

will be adapting a practice that has strengthened Christians for centuries. The idea is to train our minds and 

focus our lives on being more attentive to God and intentional about living out our faith.  
 

Discipline can sound like a drudgery or legalistic obligation. This is not the intention at all. We all have en-

gaged in disciplines in different areas of our lives. We disciplined ourselves to learn the alphabet and discov-

ered the freedom of reading. We disciplined ourselves to learn 2 plus 2 and discovered the world of math and 

science. In our jobs, our hobbies, and our relationships, we have repeated practices that have improved our 

skills and enriched our experiences. 
 

A spiritual discipline is focused specifically on our relationship with God. The disciplines help to carry us 

through hard times. They strengthen us for the challenges of each day. They keep us mindful of God’s pres-

ence when everything is cruising smoothly. 
 

For January, we are inviting everyone to explore intentional ways to engage the scriptures. Some suggestions 

are: 

Choose a word from scripture and look up a number of verses that include that word. Examples could be 

love, joy, peace, prayer, grace, praise, thanks, etc. Ask God to guide you to a verse that you can focus 

on for the month. Listen to this verse as you read it repeatedly. Write it on a card. If you can, memorize 

the verse so you can repeat it throughout the day. Make notes on your card or in a journal about how 

God is using that verse in your faith journey. 

Chose a passage of scripture and read it repeatedly throughout the month. Suggestions could be a Psalm, 

the Beatitudes, the 10 Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, a parable, or another passage that is mean-

ingful to you. Read it slowly and try reading it aloud several times. Look up the passage on a web site 

such as https://www.biblegateway.com. Read and listen to your passage in several different transla-

tions. Keep notes about what God is saying to you. 

If you choose a parable or a story from the gospels, listen to it from an audio source several times. Imagine 

the scene. Put yourself in the crowd listening to Jesus. Imagine being each of the different characters in 

the story. What do you learn differently from each person? Make sure you write down your observa-

tions and thoughts.  

Set a goal for the month of reading through a whole book of the Bible. Choose a gospel, a letter from Paul, 

or an Old Testament book. Set a time aside each day to read a few verses. Start by praying and asking 

God to give you words of counsel, encouragement, or wisdom. Keep track of what you read and what 

you hear God saying. If possible, read your chosen passage more than once and in different transla-

tions. 
 

Here are a few general questions for all aspects of this practice.  

What does this passage teach me about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 

Does anything in this passage connect with my life? 

How would my life look different if I lived this passage more fully each day? 

What word of grace, transformation, or new life is God speaking here? 
 

If you would like to talk about how you can practice this discipline in your life, please talk with a trusted 

friend or give Pastor Phil a call. To get the most out of your exercise, share with a partner throughout the 

month. Check out our blog for more suggestions and encouragement throughout the month. Set your sites on 

growing through this exercise. Make it your goal to read the Bible more this month than you do now. Or read it 

differently. Or read it in a different place or with someone else. YOU ARE NOT STUDYING FOR A TEST!! 

You are reading to build a deeper relationship with Jesus.  

Spiritual Exercises 

Discipline of the Month—Listening to Scripture 

https://www.biblegateway.com

