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Communion Sunday 

& Family Sunday 
 

Sunday March 1 

 
Message from the pastor 

 

 
 
Dear Faith Family, 

            Over the past five months we’ve been engaging 1 Corinthians as our topic of study in 

church.  To say the least, this series has been challenging, often confronting behaviors, beliefs, 

and attitudes we have held that are contrary to God’s will.  These have included the topics of 

pride, greed, homosexuality, adultery, divorce, idolatry, selfishness, legalism, self-

righteousness, etc.  While it’s never fun to be told we’re doing something wrong, it is part of 

God’s discipleship process, always trying to draw us closer to Him.   

     One of the important things to remember, however, is that this letter was written on the ba-

sis and foundation of God’s prevailing grace.  In other words, Paul had already taught the Co-

rinthians that God loves them, Jesus died on the cross for them, and they have forgiveness of 

sins by grace through faith.  In many ways, in teaching this series I have made the same as-

sumption Paul made, believing that our congregation already knows about God’s grace and is 

now in need of being challenged to live out their faith through Spirit-led surrender and obedi-

ence to Jesus.  And while I’ve tried to remind us of God’s grace along the way, I recognize it is 

sometimes hard to hear this when one is feeling confronted by the harder-hitting truths of 

God’s Word.  So let me remind you once again:  Jesus loves you!  He wants what is best for 

you!  He died on the cross for you to forgive and erase all your sins.  But make no mistake, He 

is not finished with you yet.   

     Through this series we have seen God is and will continue to chip away at anything in our 

lives that hinders us from knowing Him fully and completely.  Thus while our study has been 

long and often difficult to wrestle with, I congratulate you for hanging in there with us.  As 

Christians it is essential that we study and learn, not just the truths we are comfortable with, 

that make us feel good about ourselves, but also the truths that chafe us and rub us the wrong 

way.  This is when the rubber meets the road and we find out what our faith is really made of.  

True submission to Christ is one that says, ‘I am willing to do whatever you ask of me!’  It is a 

willingness to put our beliefs, actions, and attitudes through the grinder, so to speak, allowing 

God to reveal what is from Him and what is not.  And while I hope our next series is a little 

more uplifting, I remain firmly committed to teaching all of God’s truths, until “we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13).  Thanks for trusting me to lead us in this 

journey!  

 

 

Sunday Sermons  
available online 

 
If you missed a Sunday Sermon, 
they are now available online 
under the worship tab. 
 at www.faithedmonds.org,  
 

January General 
Giving 

 

Anticipated:   $16,700.00 
Given:            $13,560.00 

http://www.faithedmonds.org/
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Organic Outreach Lesson #1:  Love First, Talk Second 

 
By James Basilonia   

 

     The apostle Paul declared that without love, all our words and deeds are dissonant.  
 
     A while back, I had an encounter with a person of a different religion. I meet a lot of different people each day at 
work, but this particular day the other person was telling me about his religion and that Christianity was a lie. For 
about a half an hour, I patiently listened, occasionally asking a question or two, only briefly sharing what I believed. 
 
    At the end of my time, the man said to me, “James, thank you for sharing your God with me.”  It took me days to 
figure out what this meant.  What he said about my God I found to be really offensive, but he seemed genuinely 
thankful for what I had to say.  In the end I realized it was my actions, not my words, that spoke most loudly to him.  
God led me to this customer’s home, not to defend myself or shove my beliefs on him, but to listen first, and to love 
him as a fellow human being. 
 
Ministry Challenge:  This week try to love someone who is different from you. 
 

“Lord, give us patience and a heart that listens. Help us to follow You each day, not with our own strength, but 
Yours. Help all our ministries to be more outreach focused.” 

 

 

Coming Soon 
 

Easter is April 12, 2020 


