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Mother’s Day is 
May 10, 2020 

 
Memorial Day is  

May 25, 2020 

 
Message from the pastor 

 

 

Dear Faith Family, 
   
     Last week I briefly mentioned James 1:2-4.  This passage tells us to be joyful when we face 

trials, because these trials serve to develop perseverance in the faith.  Romans 5:3 says the 

same thing:  “we glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces persever-

ance...”  And Hebrews 12:1 tells us to “…run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”   

     This past week we just found out the stay-at-home orders are being extended, and we have 

been presented with a four phase re-opening plan that suggests things will be shut down for 

quite a while longer.  Within this estimated timeframe, it looks like churches won’t be re-

opening until July sometime.  And of course, we realize even then, the virus will still be with 

us.  All of this calls for perseverance.   

     As a former distance runner, I feel like I know a thing or two about perseverance.  Some-

times the Bible uses the word, long-suffering.  When you’re committed to running thirty to 

forty miles per week, long-suffering is a good word for it.  It means to endure pain over long, 

extended periods of time.  The key to doing it is to adopt a long-haul mentality.  Preparing one-

self mentally for a long-distance race is a lot different than getting ready for a sprint, or even a 

mile or two-mile jog.  You have to get into a zone, blocking out thoughts about physical dis-

comfort, and instead placing your thoughts and focus on shorter, intermediate goals—make it 

to the next tree, or up the next hill, etc.  You also have to establish a steady rhythm, not too 

slow that you’ll fail to accomplish your goals, but not too fast that you’ll burn-out.  And lastly, 

you expect the pain will come, but you remain committed to pushing through the pain and 

making it to the end.  Having a racing buddy or someone to keep you accountable is helpful on 

this account.   

     For us at this time, our Christian walk is going to require a similar process.  While staying at 

home can be difficult, and we all miss the freedoms we once enjoyed, and the fear of the virus 

is still present, we cannot dwell on our losses.  Instead we must focus on the positives, remem-

bering to be grateful every day for what God has done and is doing for us.  We must also de-

velop healthy rhythms.  While it is tempting to stay in our pajamas all day, every day, that may 

not be the best thing.  Instead get up at your regular time, work-out, shower, get dressed; make 

sure to include space for your devotionals and time with God; try to continue to be productive 

and find meaningful work, but also give yourself time to rest and play each day.  Lastly, expect      

that you will have good days and bad days.  On those good days, celebrate and give thanks.  On 

those bad days, lean on the Lord, your church family, and remain committed to seeing this 

through.  If God has chosen to have us go through this, He must have good reasons for it.  

 

Sunday Sermons  
available online 

 
If you missed a Sunday Sermon, 
they are now available online 
under the worship tab. 
 at www.faithedmonds.org,  

April General 
Giving 

 

Anticipated:          $16,700.00 
Given:                   $11,773.00 
Special donation:  $10,000.00 

 

Giving Options 
 
We now have online giving!  

Please see our webpage 

(www.faithedmonds.org) or 

download the Tithe.ly app to be  

able to make payments through 

credit card.  Or, you can still 

send in checks through the 

mail.  Thank you fo your faith-

fulness during this difficult 

season!  

 
 

http://www.faithedmonds.org/
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Announcements
 

 

 

 
 

 

All Church Fellowship Online Meeting—Done!          

Zoom link for adult fellowship:  
Topic:  All church fellowship hour 
Date/Time: May 6, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time 
 

Mark your calendar! Upcoming youth events! 
¡Marca tu calendario! ¡Próximos eventos juveniles! 

 
Older Youth Sunday School zoom meetings are Sundays at 11 a.m. Contact pastor Andrew for the 
zoom link. 
 

(Pastor Andrew cont’d) Knowing that our faith will be stronger for it should help us persevere, endure, and suffer-long.  

Remember, James says to “consider it pure joy” when we face these trials.  Surely God wouldn’t expect us to rejoice in 

this unless He knew the benefits would far outweigh the costs. 

     So keep going!  Don’t give up!  Remember, God is with you and will help us through this! 

     Persevering alongside of you,     Pastor Andrew 

Organic Outreach Lesson #2:  Unexpected Blessings 
By James Basilonia 

      
      During the first week of the quarantine I went to a job in Bellevue—a couple had some heating issues they needed me 
to resolve for them.  At the end of my visit, we were talking about staying home for the quarantine, and in between our 
conversation I happened to quote my favorite verse,  
“We live by faith not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).   
     My very next call of the day, I knocked, and a blind woman opened up her door and asked that I put on a mask and 
gloves that she had provided for me. When I finished the job, she asked me if I was afraid of getting the virus due to go-
ing from house to house.   Our conversation then turned to talking about matters of faith.  This woman has been walking 
with the Lord for about 50 years.  She has been blind all her life, but never let her condition stop her. She was very thank-
ful to God and had an incredibly strong faith.  As we talked, I was reminded again of the importance to not live in fear, 
but instead trust in the Lord. 
     These visits also show us, when you minister to others, God ministers to you! 

Ministry challenge:  take time this week to provide an encouraging word to someone in your family. 


